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In recent years, communities in the Scottish 
Highlands and Islands have taken ownership 
of more than half a million acres – an area 
equivalent to that of an English county like 
Nottinghamshire or West Yorkshire. In     
places long characterised by contracting 
economies and shrinking populations, this                
remarkable development has resulted in 
new homes, new businesses, greatly          
enhanced self-confidence and the  attraction 
of lots of new residents. 
 
 
 

James Hunter, Emeritus Professor of History at the 
University of the Highlands and Islands, has written 
extensively about the north of Scotland and been 
much involved in the region’s public life. A 
longstanding campaigner for land reform, he now 
provides the first comprehensive survey of an  
ownership revolution that is transforming the  
Highlands and Islands greatly for the better. 

Illustrated by the photography of Cailean Maclean, 

with around 100 photos this is a book that needs 

to be read by anyone looking to understand         

today’s Scotland  
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