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DUNBEATH ESTATE

CAITHNESSɆSCOTLAND

Helmsdale 16milesɆWick Airport 23 milesɆInverness Airport 89 miles

!ÔÔÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ Ȭ!ȭ ,ÉÓÔÅÄ ÃÁÓÔÌÅ ɉσ ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÒÏÏÍÓȟ ρσ ÂÅÄÒÏÏÍÓ ÁÎÄ ω ÂÁÔÈÒÏÏÍÓɊ

Magnificent walled gardens & policies 

Stable courtyard & Gate Lodge

500 acre in-hand stock farm

Extensive peatland restoration opportunities

Deer forest averaging 40 stags and 59 hinds

Walked-up grouse moor (64 brace) and driven pheasant shoot

12.5 miles of double bank fishing averaging 118 salmon & 16 sea trout

Diversified letting income

Renewables and development potential

In all about 28,500 acres (11,534 hectares)

Savills Edinburgh

Evelyn Channing: echanning@savills.com / 07807 999 412

Luke French: lfrench@savills.com / 07968 550 338
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Caithness is a coastal county lying in the north eastern corner of Great Britain, fringed to 

the north and east by dramatic sea cliffs and long sandy beaches.  To the south and west it 

bounds the more rugged and mountainous county of Sutherland.  It is a land of great 

ÍÏÏÒÌÁÎÄ ÅØÐÁÎÓÅÓȟ ÇÅÎÔÌÅ ÒÏÌÌÉÎÇ ÆÁÒÍÌÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÂÌÁÎËÅÔ ÐÅÁÔÌÁÎÄ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Ȭ&ÌÏ× 

#ÏÕÎÔÒÙȭȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÅØÐÁÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÂÌÁÎËÅÔ ÂÏÇ ÉÎ %ÕÒÏÐÅȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÄÉÖÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÁÔÈÓ ɉÒÉÖÅÒ 

valleys) and by more fertile farm and croft land.  Caithness is known for big skies and long 

summer nights.  Such is its unique appeal, the late Queen Mother owned the Castle of Mey 

in Caithness as a holiday home for half a century.

Dunbeath lies 21 miles to the south of Wick on the A9 to the south of the small fishing 

village bearing the same name.  A statue in the harbour commemorates the birthplace of 

Neil M.Gunn (1891ɀ1973), author of The Silver Darlings and Highland River, many of 

whose novels are set in Dunbeath and its Strath.  Gunn wrote of the intimate beauty of the 

3ÔÒÁÔÈ ÏÆ $ÕÎÂÅÁÔÈȡ  Ȱ)Î ÂÏÙÈÏÏÄ ×Å ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÅÖÅÒÙ ÓÑÕÁÒÅ ÙÁÒÄ ÏÆ ÉÔȢ  7Å ÅÎÃÏÍÐÁÓÓ ÉÔ 

physically and our memories hold it.  Birches, hazel trees for nutting, pools with trout and 

an occasionally visible salmon, river-flats with the wind on the bracken and disappearing 

rabbit scuts, a wealth of wild flower and small bird life, the soaring hawk, the unexpected 

roe, the ancient graveyard, thoughts of the folk who once lived far inland in straths and 

hollows, the past and the present held in a moment of day-ÄÒÅÁÍȢȱ ɉͻ-Ù "ÉÔ ÏÆ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎͻȟ 

1941).

Dunbeath has a very rich archaeological landscape, being the site of numerous Iron Age 

brochs and an early medieval monastic site, and it was used by the Vikings as a harbour for 

their longboats and trading vessels.   Although granted the title of Royal Burgh in 1589, it 

was in the 1800s that Wick enjoyed its greatest prosperity as a thriving herring port, in 

time becoming the busiest in Europe, boasting a fleet of 1,120 vessels at its peak around 

1900. 

Situation

Dunbeath

Wick

Aberdeen

Inverness

EdinburghGlasgow

London Airports

Birmingham
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While Caithness is relatively isolated geographically (its remoteness is central to its 

extraordinary unspoilt beauty), it can be reached with relative ease.  Wick has an airport 

(23 miles) suitable for private jets, plus there are flights to and from Aberdeen (Eastern 

Airways), with onward connections to a variety of UK destinations.  Helicopters can land 

on the lawn at Dunbeath Castle, and there is a good train service from Inverness (83 miles) 

which also has an airport (89 miles).  The A9 provides excellent access by road from the 

south and the railway stations in Wick and Thurso (27 miles) offer a daily service to 

Inverness, from where Aberdeen, Edinburgh and the south are directly accessible.

Wick also provides a wide range of facilities and professional services, supermarkets, a 

hospital, and primary and secondary education.  Inverness sits 82 miles to the south and 

provides all the services expected of a major regional city.

)Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ $ÕÎÂÅÁÔÈȭÓ Ï×Î ÆÉÎÅ ÓÐÏÒÔȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÄÅÒ ÁÒÅÁ ÉÓ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÉÔÓ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ 

country pursuits, which include salmon fishing on numerous rivers such as the Thurso, 

Helmsdale, Halladale, Forss, Borgie and Naver. Stalking and grouse shooting can also be 

taken on the varied terrain of other local estates.  There are several golf courses locally at 

Thurso, Wick and Lybster, and further down the coast at Helmsdale, Brora, Golspie and 

Royal Dornoch.
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A castle is first recorded on the rocky peninsula at Dunbeath in 1428, when the lands belonged to the Earl of Caithness.  Thefirst recorded laird was Alexander Sutherland.  It later became 

the property of the Clan Sinclair through the marriage of the daughter of Alexander Sutherland to William Sinclair (1410ɀ1484), the first Sinclair Earl of Caithness. The Sinclairs replaced the 

earlier structure with a four-storey tower house in 1620 which remained in family occupation for 325 years.

In March 1650, Dunbeath was attacked by the Royalist forces of James Graham, 1st Marquess of Montrose, during the Wars of theThree Kingdoms. Sir John Sinclair rode to Edinburgh to 

warn of Montrose's arrival, leaving his wife to defend Dunbeath against Sir John Hurry.  She soon surrendered, and a Royalistgarrison was installed.  Montrose was later defeated in April at 

the Battle of Carbisdale, and the opposition forces, under David Leslie, recaptured the castle.

The castle was extensively remodelled in the 17th century by Sir William Sinclair, and again in 1853 and 1881 when David Bryce was the architect.  From 1894 to 1945, the castle was owned 

by Vice-Admiral Sir Edwyn Alexander-Sinclair.  Some of the buildings at Dunbeath still bear the Sinclair crest.  Since the war the estate has had four owners, two of whom were American 

citizens, before being bought in 1997 by Tertius and Claire Murray Threipland whose family has long established connections with Caithness.

Historical Note
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Dunbeath Estate is a diverse all round estate of uncompromising quality, in a spectacular 

coastal location.  The principal house is Dunbeath Castle, a magnificent castle on a cliff top 

setting above the north sea.  The earliest parts of this Category A Listed castle date from the 

15th century but it was extensively remodelled in the 1860s in the grand Baronial style 

when the grounds were also transformed.

Comprising 28,500 acres of truly spectacular topography, 12.5 miles of river flowing from 

source to mouth, 4 hill lochs and lochans and about  four miles of rugged coastline, the 

estate represents an unparalleled combination of historic architecture, a unique landscape 

ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÓÅÄ ÇÌÏÂÁÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ 3ÃÏÔÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÃÏÁÓÔÁÌ ×ÉÌÄÅÒÎÅÓÓÅÓȢ

Dunbeath offers an excellent variety of sport.  The hill provides exhilarating walked up 

grouse shooting over pointers and challenging stalking for red deer.  The steep sided 

Dunbeath Strath presents first class driven pheasant and partridge.  Most unusually the 

estate also encompasses a full river system from catchment to ocean.  The Dunbeath Water 

is a wild and beautiful river offering salmon and sea trout fishing.  With this variety of wild 

sport, the months of August and September offer the rare privilege and challenge of 

ÏÂÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ Á Ȭ-ÁÃÎÁÂȭ ɉÂÁÇÇÉÎÇ Á ÓÁÌÍÏÎȟ ÓÔÁÇ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÇÒÏÕÓÅ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 

dawn and dusk from a single estate).

In all weathers Dunbeath is a paradise of moorland, riverside and coastline; a place to 

relish the absolute personal remoteness and to create unforgettable childhood memories of 

water sports and swimming in the crystal clear waters, catching fish or enjoying a picnic 

with family and friends in one of the three lunch huts or bothies across the estate. 

As well as the superb sport it has to offer, the estate is a rich environmental and ecological 

habitat supporting a fascinating array of birdlife, wildlife and flora.  It is therefore of 

significant conservation value with considerable potential for a variety of conservation or 

peatland restoration projects. These rich natural assets may provide exciting opportunities 

for income generation and capital growth.

In total there are 20 houses and cottages throughout the low ground of the estate, 

providing accommodation for employees, holiday cottages or long term lets.  The style, 

construction and condition of the properties is relatively consistent, with the majority 

being of traditional stone construction.  They also provide an additional income stream to 

the estate.

With fertile pasture along the coastline and extensive upland grazing, the in-hand farm 

supports a commercial herd of 70 suckler cattle and a flock of 800 breeding ewes, 

producing quality beef and lamb in a natural environment.

Description
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Dunbeath Castle dates from 1620 and occupies an ancient defensive site on a cliff-top 

promontory.  In the mid 19th century David Bryce was commissioned to remodel the 

ancient castle and bring it up to date in the grand Baronial style of the time.  His visionary 

landscaping idea of making the northern front of the castle symmetrical and approaching it 

down a ¾ mile long arrow straight drive in a classic "cut and fill" approach is a true 

masterpiece.  

As one enters the gates past the lodge house one sees a glimpse of the front door of the 

castle some ¾ mile away, approaching via a steeply sloping 'keyhole' drive.  The view 

gradually unfolds as two progressively higher banks topped with over hanging sycamores 

extend either side of the drive towards the castle, with the sea as a constant backdrop. The 

sea's horizon slowly changes the perspective along the way, making this the most dramatic 

of approaches.  The Castle's cliff top location commands views far along the Caithness coast 

and across the North Sea and it stands as a striking architectural beacon, enhanced by the 

clarity of the pure northern coastal light. 

The castle has a symmetrical northeast front defined by two matching bow stair turrets 

with corbelled bases.  At the corners, on the upper floor, two angle bartizans with conical 

ÒÏÏÆÓ ÁÄÄ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÇÎÉÆÉÃÅÎÔ ȬÆÁÉÒÙÔÁÌÅȭ ÃÁÓÔÌÅȢ  4ÈÅ ×ÁÌÌÓȟ ÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÆÉÖÅ 

feet in thickness, are harled and whitewashed beneath a series of pitched slate roofs and 

crowstepped gables.  Ornate dormers project above the wallheads.  There are numerous 

ÇÕÎÌÏÏÐÓ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÑÕÁÒÅ ÔÏ×ÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÃÒÅÎÁÌÌÁÔÅÄ ÐÁÒÁÐÅÔ ÉÎ ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÔÌÅȭÓ 

defensive origins.  Bryce's work also includes an extensive crenellated retaining terrace 

wall, with occasional bartizans and round terminal piers, forming a large gravelled 

forecourt and U-shaped enclosure to the castle.

Dunbeath Castle
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Behind its grand exterior, Dunbeath Castle is a much cherished family home offering ample 

space for entertaining and accommodating guests in great comfort.  The internal layout is 

extremely well appointed, with all the usual rooms one would expect of a house of this 

scale and period.  All of the reception rooms sit on the eastern side the castle to take full 

advantage of the magnificent sea views and feature large windows flooding the rooms with 

natural light.  In all there are 13 bedrooms,  eight of which could be regarded as principal 

bedrooms and all bear the names of great naval battles above the doors. 

An ornately carved turnpike staircase rises from the ground floor up to the second floor 

where there are two reception galleries (Lower and Upper Gallery) which are at the heart 

of their respective levels.  A second service staircase leads from the basement all the way 

ÕÐ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÉÃ ÆÌÏÏÒȢ  )Î ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ "ÒÙÃÅȭÓ ×ÏÒËȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÓÐÉÒÁÌ ÓÔÁÉÒÃÁÓÅÓ 

hidden within the many turrets and enormously thick walls.  The accommodation is over 

four floors and can be briefly described as follows:

Ground Floor

The ground floor includes an entrance hall off which there is a boot room with a barrel 

vaulted ceiling and an arched inglenook fireplace.  On the opposite side of the hall is a 

flower room and WC, also under a barrel vaulted ceiling. 

Ground Floor (Upper Level)

A short staircase leads to the Lower Gallery which has elaborate ceiling plasterwork and a 

dark marble fire surround and wood burning stove.  Off the Lower Gallery is the well 

ÐÒÏÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÄÉÎÉÎÇ ÒÏÏÍ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÙ ÓÅÁÔÓ ρφ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÂÕÔÌÅÒȭÓ ÐÁÎÔÒÙ 

with a dumb waiter lift to the kitchen below.  In the southern corner is a study with an 

open fire and curved window within a tower.  Adjacent to the study is a library with four 

large bookcases and a dark marble fire surround containing a wood burning stove.  

Dunbeath Castle
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First Floor (Lower Level)

The first floor includes three bedrooms (Nile, Montrose and Waterloo) together with two 

bathrooms.

First Floor (Upper Level)

The main staircase continues to the Upper Gallery which features an impressive fireplace 

with marble slips and an intricately carved overmantel.  Off the Upper Gallery and situated 

above the dining room is the magnificent drawing room.  Vast windows flood the room 

with natural light, and while the fireplace forms a centrepiece for the room, it is 

undoubtedly trumped by the exquisite ceiling plasterwork and the mesmerising outlook.  

To the front (west) of the castle is the principal bedroom suite with views up the long drive.  

This comprises two bedrooms (December 26 and Queen) one of which has an en suite 

bathroom and a further separate bathroom.

Second Floor

The second floor includes three double bedrooms (First of June, St Vincent and 

Camperdown) together with two bathrooms. 

Third Floor

The third floor is reached via the service staircase and has comfortable secondary 

accommodation comprising five bedrooms and four bathrooms. 

Lower Ground Floor

This lower level includes a large kitchen with a four door electric AGA with an electric oven 

and gas hob extension.  A substantial central island is the focal point of the room and the 

original dark Caithness flagstone floor is still in situ.  The lower ground floor also 

encompasses extensive and practical service rooms which all have a role to play in keeping 

guests comfortable and well catered.  A side door leads to a small courtyard off which are a 

series of cellars and stores including the former dairy, game larder, the boiler room and a 

staircase leading to a large outside wooden floored terrace with astonishing coastal views. 

Dunbeath Castle
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Dunbeath Castle sits within a Designed Landscape which itself is regarded as a work of art with its skilfully contrived and dramatic approach and setting.  The beautifully designed gardens 

and grounds are truly outstanding and form a wonderful contrast to the exposed and rugged natural surroundings.  The centrepieceof the policies are a matching pair of walled gardens, one 

on either side of the sunken drive each extending to around an acre. 

Southern Garden

Known affectionately as 'Mrs Threipland's Garden', this is a spectacular award winning ornamental and formal walled garden with two viewing turrets at its corners and a bowed niche in the 

top corner.  The classic layout in the shape of a cross is subdivided into eight equal compartments intersected by grass paths and edged with hedges.  It includes a rose garden and intriguing 

plant combinations, resulting in a stunning flower and colour-filled garden oasis complete with glasshouses.  Adjoining the rearÏÕÔÅÒ ×ÁÌÌ ÉÓ Á ÐÏÔÔÉÎÇ ÓÈÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÅÒȭÓ ÒÏÏÍ 

which has been recently refurbished and now offers a comfortable space for shooting guests and those on private garden tours to congregate. 

Northern Garden

In contrast, the northern 'Mr Threipland's Garden', originally the kitchen and cutting garden, is more minimalist in style, dominated by a smooth expanse of lawn, sculptural grasses and a 

series of contemporary water features.  The pretty Laundry House situated in the garden is now used as a charming lunch room ideal for informal entertaining amongst the peaceful 

surroundings of the garden.  The building also contains a continuous flow plunge pool and a shower room.

Gardens & Grounds
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